Emphysematous cholecystitis due to Clostridium perfringens successfully treated by cholecystectomy.
Emphysematous Cholecystitis is life threatening if left untreated. It is associated with arteriosclerosis, embolic events, and diabetes mellitus. In this report, a patient was presented with an early diagnosis of Emphysematous Cholecystitis and was treated by cholecystectomy without complications. A 46-year-old male presented at the emergency department. Laboratory results as well as the abdominal ultrasound showed no abnormalities. One day after admission, infection parameters started rising. A computed tomography (CT) showed cholecystitis with a circular gas pattern in bile ducts and gallbladder. After treatment with cholecystectomy and antibiotics, the patient recovered uneventfully. The gallbladder mucosa was denaturized with signs of necrosis. The bile culture was positive for Clostridium perfringens. Treatment was based on preoperative antibiotic treatment combined with cholecystectomy. This resulted in early clinical improvement of the patient and normalization of infection parameters. Therefore, the patient was discharged from the hospital four days postoperatively.